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who contributed greatly to the arts,
education, and business community
throughout southwest Virginia.

Among the many civic leadership
roles held during his lifetime, Mr.
Porterfield served on the Virginia
Council on Higher Education, was
president of the Taubman Museum of
Art, and the Roanoke Valley Chamber
of Commerce in addition to being
chairman of both the Roanoke Valley
Business Council and the United Way
of Roanoke Valley.

Mr. Porterfield believed in Roanoke’s
potential and knew that the Star City
could play a pivotal role in cultural de-
velopment. As a veteran, a Roanoke
native, and an innate leader, Mr.
Porterfield believed that it was his
life’s purpose to serve others and his
community.

I am grateful for the commitment
and passion Bittle Porterfield had for
the Roanoke Valley and wish to extend
my deepest sympathies to his family
for their loss. May they find peace in
knowing that his legacy of service will
live on through the countless lives he

touched.
———
CALLING ATTENTION TO LYME
DISEASE

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to call attention to an ur-
gent issue in upstate New York. Lyme
and tick-borne diseases are deeply
prevalent in my district, New York 19,
and across the country.

From 2007 to 2017, Lyme disease cases
rose by 78 percent in my district. Ap-
proximately half of adult deer ticks in
the State carry the bacteria that
causes Lyme disease. We should be
doing all we can to address this and in-
vest in more effective ways to both di-
agnose and treat this disease.

That is why this week, I, along with
fellow members of the bipartisan Lyme
Disease Caucus, introduced legislation
to supplement congressionally appro-
priated funding for research with the
Stamp Out Lyme Disease Act. Our bill
would create a postage stamp to raise
awareness about the disease and di-
rectly support medical research to
treat and cure tick-borne illnesses.

I urge the House to take up this leg-
islation and move us closer to a cure.

———

RECOGNIZING THE REPEAL OF
PROHIBITION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the repeal of prohibition. On this
day in 1933, the 21st Amendment was
ratified, ending the prohibition of alco-
hol.

Today,
breweries,

throughout
wineries,

Pennsylvania,
and distilleries
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have become one of the Common-
wealth’s fastest growing industries,
and quite frankly, agri-businesses.
Pennsylvania is home to more than 300
wineries, which produce more than 1.6
million gallons of wine each year. This
equates to roughly $1.4 billion in eco-
nomic impact.

Recently, Woody Lodge Winery, a
disabled veteran and female-owned
business from Cambria County, racked
up six awards at the Atlantic Seaboard
Wine Association competition, includ-
ing two best-in-category awards.

The craft beer industry is also boom-
ing. Each year, craft brewers pump
nearly $6 billion into Pennsylvania’s
economy and are responsible for more
than 100,000 jobs and generate $2.2 bil-
lion in wages. For the past three years,
Pennsylvania has been the number one
producer of craft beer in the Nation.

As we look back on 13 long years of
prohibition in this country, let’s raise
a glass to how far we have come in the
86 years since.

———
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE STAND
BEHIND THE INTERNATIONAL

FIGHT TO COMBAT CLIMATE
CHANGE

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California.
Madam Speaker, this past week I had
the privilege to join Speaker PELOSI
and several of my colleagues at the 2019
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change in Madrid, com-
monly known as COP25.

Our visit sent a message: No matter
what the current President says or
does, the American people stand behind
the international fight to combat cli-
mate change. We are still in.

Our only chance to stop the climate
crisis is for the entire world to come
together on solutions to stop pollution,
protect public health, and build a clean
energy economy. I was greatly encour-
aged and reinvigorated by the world
leaders I met in Madrid who were deep-
ly passionate and understand the ur-
gency in finding ways forward on this
global crisis.

I pledge to bring that passion back to
the House as a member of the Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis as we
continue our work to put together an
action plan for both Congress and our
country.

———
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HONORING MAHANTONGO VALLEY
FARM FOR WHITE HOUSE

CHRISTMAS TREE

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mahantongo Valley
Farm owners Larry and Joanne Sny-
der, who reside in Pennsylvania’s
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Ninth District and whose farm is lo-
cated in Schuylkill and Northumber-
land Counties.

One of their beautiful Christmas
trees was selected by the President and
First Lady to adorn the Blue Room in
the White House during this holiday
season.

The Snyder’s magnificent 23-foot
Douglas fir was personally delivered
last week by the Snyder family to the
White House, where they were greeted
by First Lady Melania Trump.

Mahantongo Valley Farms has been
in the Snyder family for over 200 years,
but this is the first time one of their
trees has won the National Christmas
Tree Contest. There are over 13,000
Christmas tree farms across the coun-
try, making this a truly remarkable
accomplishment.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
thank the Snyder family for their con-
tribution to this wonderful Christmas
tradition and for making Pennsylvania
and particularly Pennsylvania’s Ninth
District very proud.

ADDRESS URGENT PRIORITIES OF
AMERICA

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, it
has been less than a year since Demo-
crats took back the majority in the
House. In that short time, we have
passed nearly 400 bills to get govern-
ment working for the people again, by
increasing access to quality, affordable
healthcare and protecting coverage for
preexisting conditions; by raising fam-
ily wages; by making bold investments
in rebuilding our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture; and by cleaning up corruption in
Washington and getting the govern-
ment to work for the people again.

We have sent more than 275 bipar-
tisan bills to the Senate, where MITCH
McCONNELL is refusing to vote on
them. These bills include legislation to
protect and strengthen coverage for
preexisting conditions, to ensure equal
pay for equal work, and to fight back
against the debilitating effects of cli-
mate change and ban offshore drilling.

We also voted to give 33 million
Americans a long-overdue pay raise by
raising the minimum wage, provide
Gold Star families with much-needed
tax relief, and secure our Nation’s elec-
tions.

Yet, MITcH MCCONNELL has described
himself as the ‘“‘grim reaper” and won’t
take up any of this legislation.

We are busy doing the work of the
American people. We have passed over
375 bipartisan bills that are sitting in
the Senate. It is time for the Senate to
take up these bills and address the ur-
gent priorities of the American people.

————
HONORING TREVON TYLER

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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